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CORROBOREE WEST 2019 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Tourism) [12.05 pm]: I rise to advise the house of the very 
successful Corroboree West 2019 event and functions held in Perth and surrounds last week. Around 300 travel 
agents from key international markets had the opportunity to learn about Western Australia’s extraordinary travel 
experiences through this national training event, which ran from Tuesday, 8 October to Friday, 11 October. Owned 
and managed by Tourism Australia, Corroboree West is a combined training workshop and familiarisation event 
held exclusively for Aussie Specialist Program agents from retail outlets and key wholesalers and tour operators 
from the UK, Europe, the USA, Canada and New Zealand. The program is run in cooperation with state and 
territory tourism organisations to give international travel sellers the knowledge and skills to successfully sell 
Australia as a holiday destination. 
Held at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre, the Aussie Specialist agents met with around 100 Australian 
tourism operators to learn about a variety of Australian tourism products and experiences to offer their international 
customers. Tourism Western Australia, along with all five Western Australian regional tourism organisations and 
the Western Australian Indigenous Tourism Operators Council, was among the 20 Western Australian tourism 
organisations and operators represented at the event. As the host city, Perth had the advantage of showcasing this 
state’s quality tourism attractions to the Aussie Specialist agents through an extensive day familiarisation program 
before the event began. Tourism WA hosted tours to Rottnest Island, Mandurah, Rockingham, the Swan Valley, 
Fremantle and the Pinnacles, to give the agents firsthand experience of the local fresh produce, coastlines, 
landscapes and flora and fauna that can be experienced in a daytrip from Perth. 

On Wednesday, 9 October, Aussie Specialist agents and sellers were invited to a destination showcase event at 
City Beach. This event paid homage to the Western Australian beach culture and highlighted Perth’s effortless 
blend of urban cool and raw, natural beauty. Guests enjoyed a famous Indian Ocean sunset, a contemporary 
welcome to country, and a gourmet beach barbecue with the soft white sand between their toes. After the event, 
Tourism WA hosted four extended familiarisation tours, and agents were shown the unique beauty of regional 
areas such as Exmouth, Karijini National Park, Monkey Mia, Geraldton, Albany, Pemberton and Margaret River. 

I hope all Western Australian tourism operators that attended Corroboree West 2019 had a successful week promoting 
their products, and I want to thank the industry operators and partners who were involved in and supported the 
WA showcase and familiarisation program. I also wish to thank the staff at Tourism Western Australia, who 
worked hard to showcase our city and state. Through their experience at Corroboree West 2019, we are confident 
that the Aussie Specialist agents will now be equipped to sell Western Australia as a must-see destination. 
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